It is nowadays not so easy to define an "European" journal. If the work place of the editor and the journal's origins are taken into account, the only European academic journal in the field of health communication to date is Communication & Medicine, published by Equinox. Its editor, Srikant Sarangi, works at Cardiff University in the United Kingdom. It is committed to the linguistic analysis of health communication and names as its aim to "consolidate different traditions of discourse and communication research in its commitment to an understanding of psychosocial, cultural and ethical aspects of healthcare in contemporary societies." It also has to be mentioned that the Journal of Health Communication is not quite as American as suggested above. Its editor, Scott Ratzan, worked in Belgium for many years, and it was there that he began to publish the journal. In addition there are a few other European there are a few other medical journals that have in recent years increasingly addressed issues of health communication. There is, though, a summer school for graduate students in Cardiff, primarily addressed to young scholars working on linguistic studies in health communication, and there is a graduate school in Lugano, operated in collaboration with three other Swiss universities (www.comhealth.ch). A master's degree in health communication can be obtained in only a few academic institutions. Among existing programs are courses in the field of health communication and management (Berlin, London -School of Economics, Lugano, MilanoBocconi, and Paris). It is, however, to be expected that the number of bachelor and master programs will multiply in the near future. It also took years before the USA developed the plurality of study programs in the field that we know today.
e) Textbooks
European scholars entering the field of health communication do it by reading U.S. textbooks, such as Teresa L. Thompson's and her colleagues' Handbook of Health Communication. Europeans turn to U.S. publications because their own continent has as yet not much to offer in this area. This, however, has also begun to change. A landmark in this change comes from Germany, where Klaus Hurrelmann and Anja Leppin published their Moderne Gesundheitskommunikation in 2001. Europeans who read German can also greatly benefit from a network on media and health communication, operated since 2003 by Eva Baumann, Claudia Lampert and Constanze Rossmann (http://www.netzwerkgesundheitskommunikation.de/). The network organizes conferences and publishes a newsletter. It is thus more than a publication; rather it looks like a scholarly organization in nascent stage.
Conclusion
The development of a research discipline usually takes a lot of time. Many years pass by before professorial positions are established, study programs are begun, or associations are founded. In light of this, it is remarkable how fast the field of health communication has developed in Europe in recent years, a development that will accelerate if pertinent observations do not lie. A major contribution to the European development was provided by the people and the institutions in the USA, for instance, by the establishment and availability of the journal Health Communication. Three factors are likely to be contributing to the further establishment of the field as an academic discipline in Europe. It is first to be mentioned that the area of the study of the media as well as campaigns and their effects will find increasing attention, within academia and without. No matter whether the effects of the mass media or of health campaigns are considered, one is certainly no longer inclined to leave their design to the fantasy and creativity of agencies, as was often done in the past. It is rather to be hoped and expected that the field of social marketing will be professionalized, which can only happen if knowledge in health sciences and theories of media effects is spread. Second, an increasing interest in the study of social networks in health care and the use of high-tech communication tools and e-consultations can be observed. And finally, it can be expected that the field of medical communication will considerably gain in importance in the future. Some indicators point to that. For once, it is exactly the area where the muchdebated "missing link" between health and communication can be found (Pettegrew, 1988) . Furthermore, studies on doctor-patient conversation open up a wide field of researching particular positive outcomes of effective communication. Such communication is, for instance, ascribed a crucial clinical function: not only does the lion's share of diagnostic information come from these talks, but the patient's satisfaction and his or her adherence to therapy are contingent on the doctor's interpersonal skills, which thus also affect health outcomes in patients. Finally, growing discontent with the medical profession and its representatives is, at least in part, triggered by deficiencies in clinical communication.
Due to the availability of a large amount of medical information, studies on the exchange and the perception of the value of this information will become increasingly important. And not only this, but also (and maybe primarily so) will the demands on physicians' communication skills and thus studies on the outcomes of doctor-patient communication become increasingly important. Consequently, medical faculties in different European countries have recently begun to include communication skills in the training programs for physicians, on both undergraduate and graduate levels. As regards to the German-speaking countries, such interand intrapersonal skills -teamwork, personal and professional development, or dealing with uncertainty -have even been defined as core competencies for medical school graduates (Kiessling et al., 2010) . In defining which communication skills are to be included in the training of young physicians, decisions are informed by publications such as the Toronto Consensus Statement (Simpson et al., 1991) and the Kalamazoo Consensus Statement I (Makoul et al., 2001) . It can be expected that the three points mentioned will serve as catalysts for the further development of the field in Europe.
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